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During all this period of about one year and a-half
Cicero's letters, at intermitting periods, hold the same lan-
guage. They fluctuate, indeed, strangely in temper ; for
they run through all the changes incident to hoping, trust-
ing, and disappointed friendship. Nothing can equal the
expression of his scorn for Pompey's ineitia, when contrasted
with energy so astonishing on the part of his antagonist.
Cicero had also been deceived as to facts. The plan of the
campaign had, to him in particular, not been communicated ;
he had been allowed to calculate on a final resistance in
Italy. This was certainly impossible. But the policy of
maintaining a show of opposition which it was intended to
abandon at every point, or of procuring for Caesar the credit
of so many successive triumphs which might all have been
evaded, has never received any explanation.

Towards the middle of February, Cicero acknowledges
the receipt of letters from Rome, which in one sense are
valuable, as exposing the system of self-delusion prevailing.
Doinitius, it seems, who soon after laid down his arms at
Corfinium and with Corfinium, parading his forces only to
make a more solemn surrender, had, as the despatches from
Rome asserted, an army on which he could rely ; as to Caesar,
that nothing was easier than to intercept him ; that such was
Caesar's own impression; that honest men were recovering
their spirits ; and that the rogues at Rome (Romce improlos)
were one and all in consternation. It tells powerfully for
Cicero's sagacity that now, amidst this general explosion of
childish hopes, he only was sternly incredulous. " Hcec
metuo, equidem, m mii somnia" Yes, he had learned by
this time to appreciate the windy reliances of his party. He
had an argument from experience for slighting their vain
demonstrations ; and he had a better argument from the
future, as that future was really contemplated in the very
counsels of the leader. Ponipey, though nominally con-
trolled by other men of consular rank, was at present an
autocrat for the management of the war. What was his
policy ? Cicero had now discovered, not so much through
confidential interviews, as by the mute tendencies of all
the measures adopted : Cicero was satisfied that his total
policy had been, from the first, a policy of despair.